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Once there was a big flood and the temple which was to the
north of the present location got submerged under sand. It
is believed that the moola vigraham along with the vigrahas
of Sridevi and Bhoodevi was taken to the Perumal Koil in
Vazhuttur. However, the present idol of Jagat Rakshakan is
said to have been found by a fisherman who had kept it safe in
his hut One day, Rani Mangammal, the famous ruler had a
dream. In that dream, God appeared and asked her to renovate
the temple at Kudalur. Perumal told her that the idols were
lying underneath the sand dunes and that the ratham was also
covered by the sand dune. The next day, Rani Mangamamal
along with the ministers Raju Nayakar and Krishna Nayakar
went from Tiruvaiyaru along the northern banks of the Kaveri.
She was accompanied by her armies. When she reached the
place where Aduthurai Perumal is now existing suddenly, a flash
of lightning is said to have occurred. She met some fisher folk
near that place and an old fisherman standing there said that
God had appeared in his dream and told him that from the South
elephants, horses and herd of armies would come accompanied
by a queen and that she would help in re-installing the idol kept
safe by him in his hut. Thus, the dream of Rani Mangammal
coincided with that of the fisherman. Rani Mangammal went to
the fisherman's hut and saw the beautiful idol of Perumal. She
felt that the place where the lightning struck was an indication
by Perumal for location of the temple. She therefore ordered
her chiefs to build a temple there, i.e. the present Aduthurai
Perumal koil. This, even today is on the main road about 12
kms. from Tiruvaiyaru, It is said that the Kings of Tanjore also
helped liberally in renovating the ratha. Till 1924, the ratha
was used. Subsequently, the ratha got so damaged that it could
not be used. In the maha mandapam, on one of the stone pillars,
there is a sculpted figure of a lady with folded hands. Next to that
figure, in another pillar there is a figure of a man seated on horse
with a chattai i.e. a whip in his hand. The local people claim that
these two figures are that of Rani Mangammal and her chief
Krishna Nayakar who helped Rani Mangammal in renovating
and re-establisjiing this temple. Rani Mangammal gifted a lot
of land houses and whole villages in order to ensure that pooja
is offered to the deities in this temple regularly.